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Coastal Erosion Areas 

The coastal erosion area is not directly related to the OHWM or our private property ownership lawsuit against ODNR and the State of Ohio. However, ODNR will be re-filing administrative rules associated with coastal erosion areas with JCAAR shortly, with no change in the rules. The coastal erosion rules are contained in the same Administrative Rules that we have been working with ODNR and OCM to revise to reflect the Governor’s policy issued in July 2007 as well as the outcome of our original class action lawsuit. Since the administrative rules are being filed unchanged, this means that none of the work over the past 2 years including public hearings will be incorporated in the rules at this time.
A Coastal Erosion Area is a designated land area along the Lake Erie shore that is anticipated to be lost due to Lake Erie related erosion if preventative measures are not taken. More specifically, a Coastal Erosion Area begins at the top of a bluff, bank or beach ridge and includes all land predicted to erode within a 30-year period if that distance totals 9 or more feet.
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Coastal Erosion Areas change over time. They are defined by measuring the distance from the bluff, bank, or beach ridge over defined periods of time. Approximately one-third of the Ohio shoreline is designated as a Coastal Erosion Area.

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Geological Survey uses aerial maps and data to analyze recession of the Lake Erie shore and forecast erosion rates. This process is based on Administrative Rules that were adopted in 1996. Geologists, engineers, local officials and lakeshore property owners assisted with and provided input on development of these rules. The ODNR is mandated to review and update the Coastal Erosion Area once every 10 years. The last coastal erosion review was in 1998 and utilized maps from the period 1970 to 1994. 
Maps from 1990 to 2004 are being compared to determine the current coastal erosion areas for this review. If your property has been determined to be in a coastal erosion area you will receive a notice from ODNR. These notices are not expected to go out until at least October of this year. 

If you believe that the designation is incorrect you may contact ODNR to review your situation.  (In past years, some property owners requested review by ODNR, subsequently removing certain areas from the coastal erosion zone after further review. Many of the OLG board members knew of the frustration and concern voiced by some our members during the previous notifications. OLG is committed to working to help insure that designations are fair and that an inappropriate amount of property is not so designated. 

Coastal erosion area maps are available at locations in each county. Currently the 1970 to 1994 maps are available. After the new notifications, the 1990 to 2004 maps will also be available. The location of the maps in your county can be found by clicking this link: 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Ohio_Coast/RegulatoryHome/ceamaps/tabid/9279/Default.aspx
If you are in a designated erosion control area a permit must be obtained to construct a new building or septic system, or add more than 500 square feet to an existing structure. You may also be required to obtain a coastal erosion permit to take measures to effectively protect your building or septic system from shore erosion and bluff instability. More information on permits can be found by clicking this link:

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/Ohio_Coast/RegulatoryHome/CEA_Permits/tabid/9290/Default.aspx
Owners of property in the Coastal Erosion Area designated along the shore of Lake Erie may be eligible for a low interest loan to cover the cost of constructing a shore erosion control measure. A guidance sheet includes information on the eligibility requirements, costs eligible to be covered under a loan, and application information.  OLG will try to obtain information on previous loans given for this purpose. More information on these loans can be found by clicking this link: 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/coastal/regs/factsheets/cmguide7/tabid/9292/Default.aspx
For any questions regarding coastal erosion areas, you may contact the Office of Coastal Management by email at: cynthia.hendrickson@dnr.state.oh.us


The State of Ohio’s Beaches

Last week we were pleased to report that Kelley’s Island Beach was the 9th best beach in the United States. This week, we are sad to report that NE Ohio beaches are rated the second worst healthy beaches in the nation. A study was just released by the National Resources Defense Council. The study is 453 pages.  They have a lot of data on many beaches in many U.S. states, including 48 pages just for California).  You can get the full report at :

 http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/ttw/ttw2009.pdf. 

Look for a synopsis in the e-News next week on the NE Ohio beach data.



Kent Kemmerer for OLG

Changing your email address? Have you any information for the e-News?

Reply to ohiolakefrontgroup@att.net.

Visit our website regularly at www.ohiolakefrontgroup.com. 
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